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Introduction: Trasacco, 
Fucino lake and Roman 
Empire1

Trasacco is located in Abruzzo’s interland, on 
the southern slope of the ancient Fucino lake2, 
it is a small mountain settlement (685 m. slm) 
with just over three thousand inhabitants. 
Trasacco’s name comes from the latin Trans 
aquas, that means over the water than any 
perilacustre center: Luco, Avezzano, Paterno 
and mainly Celano and Marruvium’s epis-
copal seat, today San Benedetto dei Marsi.
The existence of an Italo-Roman settlement, 
dating back to the III century BC and near 
the current urban center, its’ documented by 
many historical sources. 

1 This contribution reviews and enriches what has been elaborated with the degree thesis in Architectural Restoration 
entitled "Basilica dei SS. Cesidio and Rufi no in Trasacco (AQ): design and restoration study" obtained at the Faculty of 
Building Engineering-Architecture of the University of L'Aquila in the AA. 2007-2008 under the guidance of Prof. Donatella 
Fiorani. 
2 From the drying up of the Fucino lake came the homonymous plain, whose extension faithfully reproduces the lake 
territory. The fi rst attempt to drain the lake and reclaim the territory dates back to the fi rst century AD, but it was only in 
1878, thanks to the will of the Roman banker Alessandro Torlonia, that the waters were channeled into the river Liri and 
the fertile plain emerged. 
3 BALZANI, 1903, pp. 26-27 

This hypothesis is also confi rmed by histor-
ical events, as in the IV century BC the two 
Roman colonies of Alba Fucens and Carsioli 
were founded and then, Trasacco rose on the 
Vicus Supinum.
The fi rst reliable source on the existence of 
the urban center dates back to the end of the 
fi rst century AD, it was called Villa Transaquas
and belonged to the Marsi’s princes3. Moreo-
ver, from the eleventh century there are direct 
evidences on the consistency of the built-up 
area around the church of “Sancti Cesidii ... 
quae sita est in Castro quo dicitur Transaq-
uae”: it is the donation made by the Marsi’s 
count Berardo and by his mother Gemma to 
San Cesidio’s feudal church (june 8, 1096), 
here are mentioned streets, squares, houses, 
gardens, land, and a Palatium, count’s resi-

SS. Cesidio and Rufi no’s church 
in Trasacco (AQ), persistence 
between earthquakes and war 
damages1.
by Francesca Geminiani

ABSTRACT
SS. Cesidio and Rufino’s basilica is located at downtown of Trasacco, it is a small center of the 
Aquila area badly damaged by 1915’s earthquake. The church has an irregular layout with four 
naves and a quadrangular apse, the result of a long series of transformations. It draws its origins 
from the vicissitudes of the martyrs Cesidio and Rufino on whose martyrium arose a first nucleus, 
later expanded by a typically palaeochristic church, single-sided with a semianular crypt.
The1915’s earthquake caused extensive damage including the collapse of the nineteenth-century 
vaulted ceiling of the central nave and severe structural instability of all structures.
Reconstruction and consolidation of the Twenties brought changes to the monument’s layout, 
while the restoration of the Sixties overturned the presbytery through the construction of a new 
staircase that concealed every trace of the original access to the semianular crypt, in addition to 
the negation of the nineteenth-century decorative facies.
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Introduction
On the occasion of the closing works of the 
external arches of the Colosseum with metal-
lic gates, placed in place of a previous arran-
gement made of removable metal pipes and 
joints for shipbuilding use (the seventies of 
the twentieth century), the need for a system 
of protection of wider scope that, in addition 
to delimiting the external profi le of the pillars 
on the facade, also included those “modern” 
parts, now historicized (structural spurs of R.
Stern and L.Valadier), which have become in 
the collective image of visitors an integral part 
of the building. Therefore, a “wraparound” 
metal barrier has been designed for the entire 
amphitheatrical building in its entirety, maxi-
mally set in the structure of the same, which 
on the one hand has guaranteed the control 

1 The interventions of earthwork of the area of the square in which the amphitheatre was included begin with the works 
initiated during the pontifi cate of Pius VII in the Year VII (1806) when it undertakes the earthwork of the eastern base-ment 
towards the Lateran to support the margin The façade is dangerous. The earthwork highlights the massive concrete base 
on which later the arch. Raffaele Stern (1774-1820) realizes the powerful spur of support that will bear his name. The 
project for the recovery of the entire amphitheatrical mass will continue during the following period “French”, when between 
1809 and 1814 we proceed to the full earthwork of the entire ground fl oor with the works initiated by the Commission des 
Ebbellisment concluding the Works by starting the earthwork of the arena’s Hypogean planes. During the eight years of 
this period of work, we witness a fervent participation of Roman citizenship also involved as a labor-ing in the removal of 
debris, in a program of public works that generates an interesting economic fallout for the Popula-tion. Napoleon’s political 
downfall in 1814 marks a halt to the activities even though the arena’s stelines are being con-ducted on that date. They 
will in fact be zeroed with the compaction of what has been highlighted as a result of hygiene-sanitary problems due to 
stagnant waters. The results will be graphically documented in the surveys conducted by the son of Giuseppe Valadier, 
Luigi Maria. 

and exclusion of visitors during the closing 
hours, on the other hand has created a clear 
break between the surrounding square and 
the architectural element (Fig.1).

The relocation of the stone 
elements

This situation, completely inexistent until re-
cent times, has nevertheless raised the pro-
blem of relocation of some modest stone 
elements of the amphitheater structure that 
have been neglected and piled up after the 
nineteenth century excavations1. In particular, 
these are parts of the paving of the external 
square and the ground fl oor consisting of a 
paving of blocks of travertine about three feet 
high (about 85 cm) which, in addition to con-

Anastilosis with erratic 
fragments at the "Sperone del 
Valadier"
by Flavia Festuccia, Stefano Antonetti 

ABSTRACT
The closure of the external arches of the Colosseum with metal gates has raised the problem of 
relocation of some stone elements of the amphitheater structure stacked after the nineteenth 
century excavations. The SS-Colosseum (Special Superintendency for the Colosseum and the 
Central Archaeological Area of Rome) on the occasion of the new perimeter with metal gates has 
included such floor items in the protected area. An accurate documentary and photographic study 
allowed the correct placement of the fragments pertinent to the monument preserving them from 
neglect: this was possible recognizing between the four elements preserved, the two (A and B) 
relevant to the floor portion in which they were found stacked in the earthwork nineteenth century.
The result was an interesting example of horizontal anastylosis that allowed to preserve even 
small architectural parts, otherwise not considered.
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1. The state of the art (DRF + CG)

Over the last decade, the Chair of Restoration 
at the University of Cagliari has carried out a 
research project focused on the archaeomet-
ric investigation of medieval and modern ma-
sonry techniques, especially those referred 
to signifi cant architectures in the regional 
territory and dated between the 13th-19th 
centuries. The present study stems from the 

1 The literature of this sector has widely shown as in other contexts – Lazio, Campania, Lombardy, Liguria, Abruzzo and 
so on – mensiochronology studies are essential tools of knowledge for the conservation of historical buildings, especially 
those included in the minor built heritage. In fact, this cultural inheritance is often penalised because of the missing 
recognition of its cultural and historical values.   
2 See D.R. Fiorino, C. Giannattasio, S.M. Grillo, Fortifi cazioni e cronologie. Protocolli conoscitivi per la conservazione, in 
D.R. Fiorino, M. Pintus (edited by), Verso un Atlante dei sistemi difensivi della Sardegna, Giannini Editore, Napoli 2015, 

awareness that researches on traditional ma-
sonry techniques in Sardinia, and particularly 
those aimed at dating historical architectures, 
both monument and residential, are insuffi -
cient1. 
The research started from these studies of 
historical and architectural philologically dated 
heritage such as fortifi ed systems composed 
by urban walls, castles, citadels, blockhouse, 
defence and sightings towers and palaces2.
These are all architectures that have a con-

Underground realities in the 
Castello quarter in Cagliari.
Stratigraphic surveys in the 
former Jesuit complex of Santa 
Croce
by Donatella Rita Fiorino, Caterina Giannattasio, Martina Porcu 
DICAAR – Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering and Architecture, University of Cagliari, Italy

ABSTRACT
The present paper illustrates the results of a study carried out into the underground spaces of 
the former Jesuit complex of Santa Croce, placed in the Castello quarter in Cagliari. This is an 
architecture built at the end of the 16th century in an area previously occupied by the synagogue 
of the city and by the Jewish district.
The study, aimed at the reconstruction of the-state-of-the-art of the fabric, of the building 
chronology and of the history of restoration works, started from the reorganisation and the study of 
the scarce bibliographic and archival sources. This phase of knowledge continued with the metric 
survey supported by the 3D laser scanning technique, particularly helpful for editing accurate 
restitutions and further in-depth thematic concerning architectural, dimensional, material and 
technical aspects. Moreover, all these analysis allowed to study with a high level of detail different 
kind of buiding techniques such as systems of arches, vaults as well as masonries. The collected 
data has supported the stratigraphic analysis and the relative dating of structures. As a result, 
it has been observed that all the building phases have continuity over at least four centuries, 
with significant changes, some of them referable in the medieval period. In conclusion, the study 
of these underground spaces represents a relevant improvement of the research carried out on 
the subsoil of Castello, that, even if until now it has not been enough investigated, highlights an 
interesting underground reality composed by hollow, wells, cisterns, burrows and galleries as the 
case study. These in-depth researches are essential for the whole understanding of the complex 
underground urban spaces and for the definition of its future conservation, enhancement and 
reuse. 
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Introduction
The building complex, located in Venice (Ca-
stello 1364/A - Riva dei Sette Martiri, close to 
“Giardini della Biennale d’Arte”), was built in 
1911 by the sculptor Pietro Canonica as his 
own private house and atelier. Starting from 
the donation (1932) to the Consiglio Naziona-
le delle Ricerche (Italian National Research 
Council) it has been the seat of the “Centro di 
Studi Talassografi ci” and the “Istituto di Studi 
Adriatici”. The Canonica House and annexes 
are now owned by the Istituto di Scienze Ma-
rine (C.N.R.- ISMAR) and hold the “Biblioteca 
di Studi Adriatici”. 
The plan of the ground fl oor of the Complex 
as it appears in a relief of 1988 is shown in 
Fig.2, where the “Palazzina” is highlighted in 
yellow.
The area is located in a site historically dedi-
cated to the construction and maintenance of 
boats, called “squero” in the dialect spoken 
in Venice; this activity is documented until 
the fi rst decades of the twentieth century, the 
images in Fig.3 and 4 are an example.
Fig.3, 4, 11, 12 and 13 show the coastal and 
lagoon landscape as a backdrop for the con-
struction of the “Palazzina Canonica”.

The data and the cadastral maps of the nine-
teenth century underline the transformations 
suffered by the future Canonica Complex du-
ring the nineteenth century.
Tables of the following land registers in the 
city of Venice are available: Napoleonic land 
registry (1807-1813), Austrian land registry 
(1829-1846), Austro-Italian land registry 
(1846-1907), reported in Fig.5, 6, 7 and 8.
The process of modifi cation of the site is 
perhaps more clear starting from Fig.8: the 
“Palazzina Canonica” and the “portico” are 
highlighted in deep red, the other buildings of 
the Complex are highlighted in orange.
The house was built on a pre-existing building 
with a very elongated plan, which extended 
up to the lagoon and which we fi nd in the 
same substantial forms already at the begin-
ning of the nineteenth century. Instead, there 
is a sort of thinning in the central part of the 
area, where the portico will be placed.
The vanished constructions in the cadastre 
(Fig.7), compared to the previous ones, al-
most certainly correspond to wooden structu-
res of a “squero”.

The  “Palazzina Canonica” in 
Venice: the transformations 
during the 20th century
by Danilo Biondelli, Roberto Bugini, Alessandro Ceregato, Angela Pomaro

ABSTRACT
A first article dedicated to the “Palazzina Canonica” in Venice appeared in ARKOS (issue 19-20, 
July-December 2017). In that text were reported some historical events starting from 1911, the 
year of its construction; a description of the architecture and a series of boards, with detailed 
images, relating to the stone decoration in reference to the different parts of the building.
This second article proposes the advance of the research showing, through an original iconographic 
apparatus, the transformations that mostly took place during the nineteenth century. In particular, 
the changes on the riparian buildings, the “Palazzina” and “Osservatorio della Pesca”, in the 
course of the Thirties of the last century.
The article describes the great building and landscape impact due to the construction of the “Riva 
dell’Impero” between 1934 and 1937 on the “Palazzina Canonica” and its surroundings.
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Introduction
The contribute is part of a wider research on 
architectural ruins that, developed at the in-
ternational scale, in urban and rural contexts, 
investigates through an interdisciplinary ap-
proach these architectures in terms of mean-
ings, values, and opportunity for their sustain-
able reuse. 
This study1, carried out in in agreement be-
tween the School of Architecture of Cagliari 
and the Scottish Centre for Conservation 
Studies (University of Edinburgh), stems 
from the awareness that these architectures, 
while widely investigated on the theoretical 
and practical levels, still raise complex issues 
around their manifold interpretations and the 
consequent practical tendencies that arise 
from them. As consequence, they deserve 
further scientifi c investigation not only in the 
fi eld of urban and architectural conservation 
but also in those related their protection, es-
sential tool for their enhancement and possi-

1 The research has been carried out by Elisa Pilia during the Europeaus Doctorate in Civil Engineering and Architecture, 
XIX cycle with the thesis entitled “Uban ruins. Memorial value and contemporary role” supervised by Donatella Rita Fiorino, 
Caterina Giannattasio, Silvana Maria Grillo (University of Cagliari) and Ruxandra-Iulia Stoica (University of Edinburgh).
The same research has been awarded in the prize “La Calcina-John Ruskin, scrivere d’architettura”, organised by the 
hotel La Calcina with the cultural association RO.SA.M., in collaboration with the Ateneo Veneto in Venice. The author 
gratefully acknowledges Sardinia Regional Government for the fi nancial support of her PhD scholarship (P.O.R. Sardegna 
F.S.E. Operational Programme of the Autonomous Region of Sardinia, European Social Fund 2007-2013 - Axis IV Human 
Resources, Objective l.3, Line of Activity l.3.1).

ble fruition. Starting from these premises, it 
has been considered fundamental to explore 
the practical approaches on ruins in the Eu-
ropean contemporary context with the aim 
to individuate best-practices and criticalities 
useful for the defi nition of methodological and 
sustainable design approaches for these ar-
chitectures.
The result of this analysis has highlighted a 
heterogeneous framework of practices fi rm-
ly connected to the history, the value system 
and the culture of every nation, where ruins 
are largely considered for the complexity of 
their meanings, as resources with a high cre-
ative potential, embodying opportunities and 
identity values, key elements in the enhance-
ment, regeneration and re-appropriation of 
those places now often abandoned. In this 
panorama, the British context and in particu-
lar Scotland, have shown a remarkable sen-
sibility toward such theme offering interesting 
cases of intervention, result of well-codifi ed 
politics and strategies of protection and man-

Conservation and reuse of ruins. 
Strategies and experiences in 
Scotland
by Elisa Pilia

ABSTRACT
The contribution presents the results of a wider research on ruined architectures, starting from 
the causes of their origins to the contemporary intervention of reuse or protection. The study, 
developed at the international level, has privileged the Scottish context for its strong sensibility in 
this topic and example of interesting design results as well as far-seeing strategies of safeguard. 
Indeed, this is the result of an elevated presence of ruins largely diffused into the Scottish 
historical landscape that, from the XX cent, has been widely enhanced through important politics 
of maintenance and reuse. The cases study here examined illustrate how interventions, based 
on the assessment of heritage values, emphasise the national and identity characters of these 
architectures, where the integrations are designed in a stratified historical context, respectfully 
for both the historical materials and the community.
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Infrastrutture culturali
Progettazione e realizzazione
Cultural infrastructures
Design and building

PROGETTIAMO PER COSTRUIRE E 
DIFFONDERE VALORI ED ESPERIENZE 
CULTURALI
WE DESIGN WITH THE PURPOSE OF 
SPREADING CULTURAL VALUES AND 
EXPERIENCES

Musei  - Museums
Mostre - Exhibitions
Centri visita - Interpretation centers
Spettacoli suoni e luci - Light and sound shows
Video produzioni 3D - Video productions  3D
Tecnologie multimediali  - Multimedia technologies
Ricerca su tecnologie e prodotti  per il restauro 
- Research on technologies and products for 
restoration
Rilievi e diagnostica - Surevy and diagnosis
Divulgazione scientifi ca - Scientifi c publishing
Pest Management - Pest Management

www.syremont.it

Arkimedeion - Museo della scienza dedicato ad Archimede 
Science Museum dedicated to Archimedes
Palazzo Pupillo - Siracusa - Ortigia – Sicilia - Italia

Museo dell’olio di oliva e della civiltà contadina 
Ecomuseum -  expression of local identity
Antico frantoio -  Zagarise, Calabria – Italia

Museo della civiltà agrosilvopastorale, delle arti e delle tradizioni 
del parco  
Ecomuseum -  expression of local identity  
Albi, Calabria - Italia

Museo dell’artigianato silano e della difesa del suolo  
Ecomuseum -  expression of local identity
Ex Convento francescano -  Longobucco Calabria - Italia

Anxur Lumina show  -  Spettacolo notturno di suoni e luci, 
videoproiezioni introduttiva, servizi e strutture per l’accoglienza dei 
visitatori e per qualifi care l’esperienza culturale 
Sound and light show / introducing videoprojection – visitors’ facilities 
–  enhancement of cultural experience Tempio di Giove Anxur
Santuario romano di Monte Sant’Angelo - Terracina Lazio Italia

Sperlonga e la Riviera di Ulisse - spettacolo suoni e luci - percorsi 
esterni multimediali - applicazione per smartphone con la 
localizzazione  georeferenziata  dei luoghi di interesse culturali 
della Riviera di Ulisse 
Sound and light show,  smartphone application for geo-referenced 
location of culturally signifi cant sites   
Museo archeologico di Sperlonga e Villa di Tiberio

Video stereoscopico sulla storia della Sicilia 
Stereoscopic video on the history of Sicily
Cineteatro presso  Vecchia Dogana di Catania – Sicilia – Italia

Museo e teatro dei Pupi di tradizione catanese 
Puppet museum and theatre
Vecchia Dogana di Catania – Sicilia – Italia


